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Motivation letter

THE ASSOCIATION
The Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw is a Cumulus Association Member since 2003. Almost 20 
years of participation in a very friendly Community. Friendly, progressive and professional. 
Many contacts, exchanges and joint activities with other Members from various countries. We 
have learned a lot and I believe that we also managed to give something to others. The Asso-
ciation is not the same as it was at the beginning. Today, it has many more Members from var-
ious continents. Members, who may have different approach to design, art and education and 
may have varying expectations from the Association. The global situation is also rapidly chang-
ing. This is why there is a necessity to discuss how Cumulus can serve its Members in the best 
way and how it can react to the present situation inside and outside the Association. For many 
years, Cumulus has been strong and attractive for new Members, because of the variety and 
quality of its existing Members, and also thanks to the transparence of decisions, trust and 
democratic management. Democracy is difficult. Democratic management is difficult, too. Pro-
posals of the Leaders should be discussed and accepted by the Members. If they are not, they 
should not be implemented, even if Leaders are convinced that they are good, and even if they 
indeed are good. There is a temptation to take shortcuts to achieve results quickly. Shortcuts 
may bring success, but usually they bring short-term success only. In a long term, shortcuts 
cause loss of trust and are destructive. All of us are in a special moment of history. As educa-
tors and as human beings, we have to face various crises. Destruction of environment, migra-
tions, wars, overproduction, poverty are some of them. We cannot ignore them. As educators, 
we should base our activities on ethics and basic values. Especially today, we should remem-
ber about it, also being active in the Cumulus Association. Our Association is a Community. It 
has been successful for so many years and attractive for so many Members, because of its 
values and trust. I do believe that the new Executive Board should work for Members and to-
gether with Members. It should be effective, but also should build its activities on mutual con-
sent and trust. I also believe that the next Executive Board will bring these basic values to the 
future.

MYSELF
I teach design since 1988. I have been the Head of Department of Design at the Faculty of 
Design / Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw for 17 years. I am full professor. I was running vari-
ous international academic projects and workshops. I attended numerous international confer-
ences as a speaker or chair, contributed to many publications and was a judge in many na-
tional and international competitions. 
I am also a practicing designer, working with my collaborators on numerous projects in our 
INNO+NPD design studio. Most of them are implemented.
I was the President of the Association of Industrial Designers in Poland for 9 years and Board 
Member of BEDA (Bureau of European Design Associations) for 6 years. With my colleagues 
from BEDA Board, I worked on the agreement between BEDA and Cumulus, which was signed 
in 2012 by Presidents of both organisations: Deborah Dawton and Christian Guellerin. Being 
active in the two fields: academic and professional, I was participating in the Design Profession 
Cumulus Working Group. The connection of these two disciplines is the area, where I feel 
most competent.

I have broad educational and professional experience, both national and international, and I 
still have of enthusiasm and energy, which I would like to devote to the Cumulus Association.


