
 
 
 
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION: Dr Monica Di Ruvo 

 
Dear CUMULUS Committees and Board 
 
I’m writing to provide full support for an application by Dr Monica Di Ruvo- from CPUT in Cape Town, South Africa - to the 
CUMULUS Executive Board. Dr Di Ruvo is a most lively, dedicated and engaged design educator and researcher. This has 
been apparent over the years in her work at the Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT), as a design teacher and 
researcher, and in her role as Head of Department.  
 
CPUT has undergone many needed and emergent changes in the past two decades in particular. Dr Di Ruvo is one of a set of 
design educators, managers, innovators and critical researchers that seek to and continue to position the potential 
directions of an adaptive, response-able and contextually respectful design education and profession. Dr Di Ruvo is sensitive 
to the venues and sites within which she teaches, leads and learns. She is a clearly curious and critical person who’s energies 
and queries, in my view, contribute to richer design educational practices and, ultimately, successes. I met Dr Di Ruvo in her 
own work setting when I was engaged with colleagues at CPUT in a project that looked into changing relations of 
sustainability, futures and design learning. I found her insights in discussion and in conjunction with Dr Bruce Snaddon, who I 
supervised at CPUT, to be of excellent quality - and challenging too in constructive ways. Monica was open to the issues of 
wider change and to how design might and would need to go about engaging in testy and tense matters to effect 
substantive change in the context of design in South African higher education. 
 
Her own successful doctoral research took up such matters. In an international setting, akin to the concerns of CUMULUS in 
parallel, she contributed the essences and content of a multiple group presentation I led at the 3rd International Conference 
on Anticipation (that I also hosted here at AHO in Oslo in 2019). As one of few curated group sessions, in this setting Monika 
was central to looking at ontological relations in design pedagogy and to teasing out and weaving together situated socio-
material practices for critical meaning making in context. Monica was a much welcomed contributor to this session and to 
situating our core interests more globally, and with clearly voiced perspectives from the global south. Since then, Monica has 
completed a novel doctorate in design and also worked as Head of Department in Design at CPUT. She has led a lively and 
changing team of educators and researchers within a changing environment and in most difficult times in the past few years. 
This is in great credit to her resilience and endurance and to a sensitivity to the needs of others and to an institution and the 
fields of design. All in all, I see that Monica Di Ruvo would be a great asset and contributor to CUMULUS: she is a person who 
would bring a range of expertise and an ability to listen and to seek to integrate and support the views of others and the 
global reach that this organization so importantly champions. 
 
Monica’s work and that of CPUT also aligns well with the FUEL4DESIGN project on design futures literacies I currently lead, 
funded by the ERASMUS+ Strategic Partnership Programme. I see her contribution as also a future facing one in which 
design education may be seen in more anticipatory terms as ‘taking care ahead of time’. I give this support in my role as 
Professor of Design and Director of Design Research at AHO - The Oslo School of Architecture and Design in Oslo. I am also a 
part of the Anticipation conferences organization committee, former head of our PhD school, a research project leader and 
active and design educator and researcher. As  Zimbabwean located permanently in Norway I am also certain that Monica 
will bring important perspectives to CUMULUS and assist in shaping futures together across spaces, perspectives and 
experiences. In the context of crisis, change and uncertainty, so central to our work and our students today, Monica would 
be an excellent addition to the CUMULUS Board. I wish her - and you all - further and brighter successes. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me should you need any clarification on my support for Dr Di Ruvo. With every best wish for the new 
Board and its many activities that are so important for Design and Education. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Prof Andrew Morrison 
Director, Centre for Design Research / 16  May  2020 / +47 93496212 / web: http://designresearch.no/people/andrew-morrison 
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