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Dear CUMULUS Members, 

I take this opportunity to express my motivation to be part of the Executive board of the CUMULUS 

International Association of Universities and Colleges of Arts, Design and Media. 

 

Media in the modern period continues to be the conduit of knowledge and information. It references 

Benedict Anderson’s Imagined Communities (1983) that essays the role of media in the imagination of a 

nation’s belongingness and identities.  Culture, in the age of information, disperses across geographical 

boundaries through the various media: print, broadcast, and the digital infrastructure. This includes the 

burgeoning dependence on the social media to disseminate news and trends that consequently influences 

behavior and mindsets.  Amplified by the increased mobility of the population, particularly in the pre-

pandemic period, media contributes to the growing culture of homogeneity and heterogeneity, the 

former manifests in cosmopolitan tendencies, the latter, in polarizing diversities and ethnicities.  

 

Arjun Appadurai (1996) postures his own reflexivity in tackling the globalization phenomenon in his 

Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Modernization. He argues that concepts such as the modern 

are differently experienced to underpin the need to broaden the categories of social understanding. This 

post-modern theory invokes the ambivalence of Benedict Anderson (1983) in his take on the concept of 

nation-states to advance the fluid boundaries of economy, culture, and politics. Appadurai’s dimensions 

of modernization parallels the borderless spaces of the trans-nationals.  
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In the pre-pandemic and pandemic periods, the trans-nationals can simultaneously situate in the national 

and international, assuming active roles in both. With the facility of the digital technology, taking part in 

multi-disciplinal collaborations, across the globe, has become the new norm.  In the letter of motivation 

to the 2016 CUMULUS + Participation Grant, I had referred to the similar scenario, where students and 

educators comprise a far-reaching and extensive network, without leaving the campuses and home bases. 

The idea of the literal and figurative trans-national population achieving aspirations and dreams through 

a web of linkages and network, sustained by digital technology, is already in place to exponentially expand 

in the future. 

 

Linkages are the scaffolds of design education.  This is one of the impelling forces behind the intent to be 

part of the CUMULUS Executive Board. The opportunity opens a window to take part in charting the 

pathways of international collaboration, cooperation, and exchange towards greater inclusivity and 

beneficial partnerships. To be recognized as a voice from Southeast Asia will be a tremendous task. To 

represent the region is to position Southeast Asia among the policymakers and thinkers of the global 

associations. While it might open vulnerabilities, the prospect brings any mutual achievements and 

realized objectives closer to home.  

 

To be within the circle of a large community promoting the interest of humanity through arts, design and 

media is to be reminded of the noble task of design educators and researchers: to guarantee the currency 

of design education. The commitment necessitates proactive involvements and cultivation of research 

culture overarched by respective contexts. The dynamics of context, where member institutions operate, 

in my view, sustains the initiatives because the individuality is considered and respected amid multitude 

differences that might need to be navigated and sorted out.  

 

Processes are cultural encounters that broaden the breadth of understanding. Insights arising from multi-

cultural perspectives are essential components of any trans-national association and groupings. They 

equip everyone with competency and empathy to respond better and formulate the best ideas: to address 

the pressing concerns of society and be relevant advocates of the imperatives of sustainable development 

and progress.   
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Countries of the Southeast Asian region share similar roots and traditions. I had attempted to articulate 

this aspect in a paper entitled Virtual Design Culture across Southeast Asia (2020) for the local segment of 

an international webinar.   I have soon realized my meager understanding as the problematics of 

similarities and distinctions confront my introspection.  This area is a fertile ground for design education 

and research as it heightens my own resolve to do better and serve better.  “The illiterates of the 21st 

century will not be those who cannot read and write but those who refuse to learn, unlearn, and relearn 

(Toffler, 1970). 

Filipinos are generally cosmopolitan with fine sense and sensibilities embodying the qualities of a trans-

national. As I aspire to be member of the CUMULUS Executive Board, I intend to bring the perspective of 

the region as a design educator, researcher, and leader.  The trust emanates from the confidence that 

over many centuries, the country has always been able to respond with ease and flexibility to challenges 

and predicaments. I push for a formal representation in the global association of art and design educators 

and researchers in this application initiative.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

GUILLERMA L. MENDOZA, PhD 
University of Santo Tomas 
Manila, Philippines 
May 5, 2022 
 

 


