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Dear Cumulus Executive Board 

We are writing on behalf of University of the Arts London to support Praveen Nahar’s 
candidacy for the Cumulus Executive Board. UAL’s focus is on building values-based 
partnerships in the region on a university-wide scale, harnessing mutual benefits and 
opportunities for both student and staff both at UAL and our partner institutions. Under 
the leadership of Praveen Nahar, National Institute of Design (NID) has become a key 
partner with whom we are working to tackle some of the major global challenges of 
today. 

Praveen has been associated with Design Education for the past 25 years in India 
and currently serving the term as the Director of National Institute of Design 
Ahmedabad INDIA , https://www.nid.edu/people/detail/praveen-nahar . Over the 
years he has contributed significantly to Design Education, consulting and research 
and has helped build an international network specifically in the domain of 
sustainability and systems-oriented design.   

At UAL we have built up a strong relationship with NID and Praveen over the years. In 
2014 we worked together on the AHRC funded project ‘Design Thinking for Prison 
Industries ‘- An action research project to exchange tools/methodologies and 
processes from design with prison industries in London and Ahmedabad to help build 
inmate resilience. Initiated by Prof Lorraine Gamman, Professor of Design and 
Director, Design Against Crime Research Centre, Central Saint Martins as a Principal 
Investigator, and Mr Praveen Nahar, at NID as a Co-investigator, this project went on 
to be awarded the UK-India Excellence Award for Collaborations in Higher Education 
in November 2016. Praveen was instrumental to its success. 

NID worked with UAL on a student textiles collaboration project in 2020 enabling UAL 
and NID students to come together and collaborate with Dhurrie weavers in Jawaja, 
Rajasthan to generate new ideas through co-design to support their practice and 
livelihood. Although this project was cut short due to Covid, the relationships and 
connections built between the two institutions has continued to thrive. 
 
In 2021, we were jointly awarded a British Council Going Global grant to design a 
collaborative unit which aims to create new ways of thinking, reimagining, and 
proposing innovative and sustainable futures in the face of global challenges. 
Potential future activity with NID is wide ranging, NID are set to become a partner in 
the Shared Campus network in 2023 which will lead to increased opportunities for 
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collaboration on a variety of projects, programmes and events responding to some of 
the key challenges facing the globe today. 

NID is internationally acclaimed as one of the foremost multi disciplinary institutions in 
the field of design education and research. The institute functions as an autonomous 
body under the department of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry, Government of India. NID is recognised by the Dept. of Scientific & Industrial 
Research (DSIR) under Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India, as a 
scientific and industrial design research organisation.  

Research at NID has traditionally been grounded in practice, especially in the field 
work conducted by its faculty, staff, and students over the last several decades. They 
have been able to translate these contextual findings into the design of products, 
processes, services, and systems, which in turn have had a significant social and 
cultural impact at a national and international level. The institute actively motivates its 
students and faculty members to nurture the spirit of research. NID firmly believes 
that teaching, practice, and research are interdependent, and are essential for 
creating new knowledge and enriching design education.  

The measure of NID’s influence on design education is evident from the fact that the 
institution currently maintains academic exchange relationships with over 100 leading 
design institutions / universities across the world. The global reach, diversity and 
strength of those relationships are a major asset to Cumulus aspiration to build 
bridges for art and design education across borders.  
 
With his vast experience, Praveen is well equipped to become a member of the 
executive board at Cumulus to advocate for a more inclusive and global association 
and to represent the voices of member institutions across the globe. At UAL, we 
support his candidacy wholeheartedly. 
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